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1. Discuss the role of fate and free will as addressed in Oedipus Rex. In other words, is Oedipus always determined by his fate or are there particular instances where he could have prevented his tragic downfall? 

2. ‘Fate is character.’ Discuss this theme in reference to the play. 

3. Discuss the role of the minor characters in Oedipus Rex such as the Theban and Corinthian shepherd. What is their function in the play?

4. What is the function of the chorus in Greek tragedy? 

5. Is the punishment meted out to Oedipus fair? Why or why not? 

6. Describe Creon and what his function in the play is. 

7. Are there any places where Jocasta acts towards Oedipus in a way which could be interpreted as maternal? 

8. How is dramatic irony used in Oedipus Rex? Provide some instances of dramatic irony in the play. 

9. Analyze the metaphors of sight and blindness in this play. 

10.What is the image of "the lamb"?  What does the gift-giving suggest in the end of The Second Shepherd Play? 

11.The Second Shepherd Play has two parts: the first climaxes in the discovery of the stolen sheep in the cradle; the second, in the adoration of the Christ child in the manger.  Discuss the relationship between these two scenes.  

12.Which of the following interpretations of Mak's character are best supported by The Second Shepherd play? Why? 

13. Mak is the devil, an agent of evil who appears in disguise and uses the arts of magic to deceive the good shepherds. 

14.  Mak is a merry rogue who plays tricks on his unsuspecting fellows. 

15. Mak represents unredeemed man, a sinner, who promises to reform and, by the grace of the shepherds, escapes serious punishments. Discuss.
16. Mak is a criminal who represents a threat to society and must be expelled. Discuss.
17.  How does the playwright use humour in The Second Shepherd Play? 

18.  The Second Shepherd Play contains many anachronistic references to events that had not occurred by the historical time of Christ's nativity.  Discuss the effect of these anachronisms in the play. 

19.  The Second Shepherds' Play opens with a series of three complaints delivered by the shepherds and close with the shepherds singing together in celebration of Christ's birth. Contrast these two scenes. 
20. Folklore scholars believe that the Sinbad saga became popular in Europe because of the exciting nature of the hero’s adventures. Further, Sinbad may have exemplified the work ethic associated with the rise of capitalism in Europe. Discuss.
21. The Aladdin tale mirrors the formal, stylistic, and functional characteristics of the Marchen, or magic tale , or probably it has initiated it in the West. Discuss.
22.  Ali Baba tale depicts common themes: two brothers with contrasting characteristics, the rewarding of goodness or contentment, and the punishment of evil or greed. Discuss.
23. The tales are told by a legendary queen named Scheherazade in a broader frame story, which starts at the beginning of the collection and gives a context to the various stories it contains. It is a superb blend of humour, adventure, morality tales as well as special effects sequences. Moreover, the tales divert, cure, redeem, and save lives. Discuss.
24. The tales have a peculiar quality which essentially resides in their success in interweaving the unusual, the extraordinary, the marvelous , and the supernatural into the fabric of everyday life. Discuss.
25. Wisdom is seen as a powerful if not invincible tool in many of the stories, not least in the story of Sinbad the Sailor. On every journey, Sinbad reaches a crisis as he braves a dangerous creature or an evil tyrant but he always finds a solution by using his ingenuity, his diplomacy and his strength. Discuss.
26. Scheherazade, for example, drops in the palaces of the rich, and describes their luxury, haughtiness, empty pride and decadence, then knocks on the doors of the poor and pictures in detail their shanties, misery, abject poverty and servility. Discuss. 

27.As portrayed in The Arabian Nights, women are regarded largely as property. Discuss
28.In many parts of the world, the inequality and mistreatment of women is still a major problem. Discuss.
28.The political overtones are quite clear in the Arabian Nights. Discuss.
29.The sociological insights the tales give to Islamic culture and history. Discuss.
30.The Arabian Nights, known as Alf Layla wa Layla in Arabic, although one of the most famous and influential works in English literature, was never regarded by Arabic scholars as a work of literary worth. Discuss.
31.The passing on of stories is a universal means of preservation. It is a way to circumvent mortality. That The Arabian Nights is a story about storytelling conveys this idea of immortality. Discuss.
32.The Arabian Nights is a collection of stories within stories, also known as "frames." One narrator's story contains or frames another narrator's story.  Discuss.
33. The title, "The Waste Land," evokes all the associations of a barren landscape blighted by drought and Famine, leading on to wide-scale human starvation, misery and death. At another level, this symbolic title recalls the ancient vegetation or fertility myths and primitive folklore associated with the sterility of a land affected by the impotence of its ruler. Both the land and its people could be saved by a virtuous and daring youth whose life was ritually sacrificed so as to renew the earth. Discuss.
34. The phrase "The Burial of the Dead" calls to mind several different associations. It recalls the various fertility myths of ancient civilizations in Egypt, Greece and Western Asia, such as myths of Osiris, Adonis, Tammuz and Attis. The "burial of the dead" can also possibly refer to the agricultural practice of planting the dried or dead seed just before spring, so that the seed may germinate and sprout in summer.
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